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Cyberport partners with World Blind Union to promote digital inclusion for the blind 

World Blind Union – Asia Pacific “ICT Symposium on e-Accessibility” helps the public understand how 
technology changing lives for visually impaired people  

 

Hong Kong, 24 November 2014 – Technology changes the lives of millions of people every day and 

continues to do so with more and more innovative new products available each year. Everybody can 

benefit from tools which make day-to-day activities a little easier, but for some, including visually 

impaired people, technology can completely transform their lives. For this reason, the Hong Kong 

Cyberport Management Company Limited (Cyberport), the leading ICT hub in the Asia Pacific, is proud 

to have hosted World Blind Union – Asia Pacific “ICT Symposium on e-Accessibility” on 24th November, 

2014. More than 100 overseas delegates attended the showcase of 12 different hardware and software 

to assist the blind including 10 new technologies never seen before in Hong Kong, including the Braille 

notetaker, portable camera reading system, braille translator and much more.  As the principal partner 

of the event, Cyberport used the platform to provide local start-ups and ICT talents with an opportunity 

to consider how building business like this kind can impact society. 

 

Can you imagine life today without the internet? For many of us, the internet has become an enormous 

part of our daily lives, used for everything from studying to social media, from booking holidays to online 

shopping. For blind people, the internet has traditionally been unreachable, something that ICT leaders 

have contributed a lot to change and still a big gap to mend. The symposium, themed “Making e-

Accessibility Real – Creating Digital Inclusive Society”, proved to be an ideal platform for global and 

local experts and start-ups to exchange their views on e-Accessible issues. Topics ranged from the 

most updated development of electronic assistive aids, accessibility of information, and the promotion 

of accessible e-life for people with disabilities.  

 

When asked about the reasons behind sponsoring such an event, Mr. Herman Lam, CEO of 

Cyberport commented that, “Many people don’t realize what technology means to the visually impaired 

community, and how it can improve their lives. We wanted to educate the general public as well as 

provide the right platform for experts to meet and share knowledge, which led us to partner with World 

Blind Union to organise this “ICT Symposium on e-Accessibility”. He went on saying that, “Cyberport is 

always keen to contribute to the society together with our ICT community and expertise. The 

symposium allows local start-ups, overseas industry players and ICT talents to pool their expertise to 

help build an inclusive and harmonised society in Hong Kong. Therefore, we are more than happy to 

support such a meaningful event”. 

 

“Held every four years, this is the assembly’s first visit to Hong Kong in over twenty years. We hope that 

the event has provided a platform for networking and collaboration to address key issues of improving 

e-accessibility for the blind community,” said Miss Michiko Tabata, President of World Blind Union 

in Asia Pacific. “Alongside the Assembly, an exhibition on assistive tools for visually impaired people 

showcased how IT can help those in need. It is a valuable opportunity to increase public awareness on 

the needs of the blind and we are pleased to see how technology is driving solutions which can help 

build a better society for everyone.” 

 

Given the success of the assembly, Cyberport is committed to building bridges through technology at 

future events. Technology makes us better connected to the world around us, able to interact with 

anyone, anywhere at the click of a button. It has an important role to play in creating a more inclusive 

society, in this case, for visually impaired people.  



 

 
Mr. Gregory SO Kam-leung GBS, JP, Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development gave 

opening speech at “ICT Symposium on e-Accessibility” in Cyberport 
 

 
The Certificate of Appreciation was presented by Mr. Gregory So Kam-leung GBS, JP, Secretary of 

Commerce and Economic Development to Mr. Herman Lam, CEO of Cyberport 



 

 
Overseas experts gathered at “ICT Symposium on e-Accessibility” for exchanging ideas and views on 

e-Accessible issues. 
 

### 
About Cyberport 
Cyberport is a creative digital community with a cluster of 300 technology and digital tenants.  It is 
managed by Hong Kong Cyberport Management Company Limited which is wholly owned by the Hong 
Kong SAR Government.  With a vision to establish itself as a leading information and communications 
technology (ICT) hub in the Asia-Pacific region, Cyberport is committed to facilitating the local economy 
by nurturing ICT industry start-ups and entrepreneurs, driving collaboration to pool resources and 
create business opportunities, and accelerating ICT adoption through strategic initiatives and 
partnerships.  Equipped with an array of state-of-the-art ICT facilities and a cutting-edge broadband 
network, the Cyberport community is home to four grade-A intelligent office buildings, a five-star design 
hotel, and a retail entertainment complex. 
 
For more information, please visit www.cyberport.hk or follow us on Twitter @cyberport_hk. 
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