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Cyberport Signs MoU with Saint Francis University

Jointly Nurture Applied Science Talent to Lead Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Connecting Industry and Academia to Accelerate Application of R&D Outcomes

Hong Kong, 29 May 2025 — Cyberport and Saint Francis University (SFU) signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) today (29 May) to formally establish a cooperative
framework focused on advancing artificial intelligence, blockchain, Web 3.0, and emerging
technologies. Through practical experience in innovative technology, the partnership
supports youth development and career advancement, jointly building a vibrant talent
ecosystem. By bridging academia and the innovation technology industry, and integrating
research with practice, the collaboration aims to promote the application of research
outcomes, drive technological progress, and foster entrepreneurship.

The signing ceremony was witnessed by Dr Rocky Cheng, CEO of Cyberport, and Prof
Lo Tit Wing, Acting President of Saint Francis University. The MoU was signed by Ir
Eric Chan, Chief Public Mission Officer of Cyberport, and Prof Anthony Chan, Dean
of the Yam Pak Charitable Foundation School of Computing and Information Sciences
at SFU.

Dr Rocky Cheng, CEO of Cyberport, said, “Youth represent the future of Hong Kong and
the nation. As Hong Kong’s digital technology hub and start-up incubator, Cyberport is
dedicated to nurturing innovation and technology talent and inspiring the entrepreneurial
spirit of young people. We are delighted to collaborate with SFU. Through the promotion of
Al, blockchain, and Web 3.0 technologies, this partnership will broaden young people’s
career prospects, inject new momentum into Hong Kong'’s I&T ecosystem, strengthen the
ties between academia and the I&T sector, and facilitate the translation of research
outcomes into practical applications. This collaboration will further advance the deep
integration of industry, academia, research, and application, enhance the I1&T ecosystem
and support Hong Kong’s vision of becoming a global innovation hub.”

Prof Lo Tit Wing, Acting President of Saint Francis University, said, “Saint Francis
University, as a university of applied sciences, is committed to applied research, innovation,
and knowledge transfer, engaging and collaborating with various stakeholders. This
partnership provides valuable industry exchange and practical opportunities for our faculty
and students, while accelerating the application of research outcomes and innovative
technologies. SFU will work closely with Cyberport to deepen industry-academia-research
collaboration, provide more space for start-ups to grow, and nurture innovative talents,
contributing to Hong Kong'’s development as an international innovation hub.”

1



8155 _ _ _
C gberporf' #SFU 25AExT

Cyberport and SFU share common visions. Under the MoU, SFU agrees to collaborate with
Cyberport on the following key areas:

1. Entrepreneurship and Innovation: Jointly support start-ups and foster entrepreneurship,
with a focus on Al, blockchain technology, Web 3.0, talent pool development, and
continuous learning;

2. Al Development: Facilitate knowledge exchange by organising events that bring
together researchers, students, and industry professionals to jointly advance the Al
industry in Hong Kong; and

3. Cross-Sector Collaboration and Research Application: Promote collaboration between
SFU and technology enterprises to foster synergies among industry, academia,
research, and application, accelerating the adoption of research outcomes to benefit
the society and industries.

Cyberport’s key cooperation areas with SFU include:

1. Al, Blockchain, and Web 3.0 Development: Through seminars, training programmes,
and industry projects, provide SFU students with relevant technical guidance and
inspire knowledge exchange to facilitate innovation implementation;

2. Entrepreneurial Support: Share entrepreneurial knowledge and success stories through
Cyberport’s start-up network, support students’ active participation in Cyberport's
entrepreneurship programmes and collaborative projects, and leverage Cyberport's
platform to support start-up journeys; and

3. Youth and Talent Development: Utilise Cyberport’s innovation network resources and
facilities to support SFU’s talent cultivation and development activities, as commitment
to nurturing young innovation and technology talent in Hong Kong.

SFU is the first self-financing institution funded by the Research Grants Council to establish
a “Distributed Artificial Intelligence Laboratory for Interdisciplinary Research” and offers
multiple related programmes, including Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Artificial
Intelligence, Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Digital Entertainment Technology, and Higher
Diploma in Artificial Intelligence and Information and Communication Technology, nurturing
outstanding innovation and technology talent.

Cyberport is committed to working closely with tertiary institutions and research bodies to
leverage synergies between the innovation industry and academia, deepen the collaboration
among industry, academia, research, and application, cultivate talent for the innovation
industry, and contribute to Hong Kong’s development as an international innovation hub.
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Please click here to download high-resolution photos and videos. Click here to download
Cyberport campus photos and video footage.

255

Cyberport and Saint Francis University (SFU) signed a MoU to formally establish a
cooperative framework focused on collaborating to nurture innovation talents and improve
the innovation ecosystem The signing ceremony was witnessed by Dr Rocky Cheng,
CEO of Cyberport (first from left), and Prof Lo Tit Wing, Acting President of Saint
Francis University (first from right). The MoU was signed by Ir Eric Chan, Chief Public
Mission Officer of Cyberport (second from left), and Prof Anthony Chan, Dean of the
Yam Pak Charitable Foundation School of Computing and Information Sciences at
SFU (second from right).



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1K8PTY4gDnmcjmcvZVNqPa67Op6ti7o6P
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10NG2AIRCOo4t8XrOm_27oUfLn-3e1pLH
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Dr Rocky Cheng, CEO of Cyberport, said, “Youth represent the future of Hong Kong
and the nation. As Hong Kong’s digital technology hub and start-up incubator, Cyberport
is dedicated to nurturing innovation and technology talent and inspiring the entrepreneurial
spirit of young people. We are delighted to collaborate with SFU. Through the promotion
of Al, blockchain, and Web 3.0 technologies, this partnership will broaden young people’s
career prospects, inject new momentum into Hong Kong'’s I&T ecosystem, strengthen the
ties between academia and the I&T sector, and facilitate the translation of research
outcomes into practical applications. This collaboration will further advance the deep
integration of industry, academia, research, and application, enhance the I&T ecosystem
and support Hong Kong’s vision of becoming a global innovation hub.”




858 _ ., _
C gberEorT #SFU Z5asxs

e —

Prof Lo Tit Wing, Acting President of SFU, said, “Saint Francis University, as a
university of applied sciences, is committed to applied research, innovation, and
knowledge transfer, engaging and collaborating with various stakeholders. This
partnership provides valuable industry exchange and practical opportunities for our faculty
and students, while accelerating the application of research outcomes and innovative
technologies. SFU will work closely with Cyberport to deepen industry-academia-research
collaboration, provide more space for start-ups to grow, and nurture innovative talents,
contributing to Hong Kong'’s development as an international innovation hub.”

Cyberport and Saint Francis University
Memorandum of Understanding Signing Ceremony

Cyberport and SFU formally establish a cooperative framework focused on advancing
artificial intelligence, blockchain, Web 3.0, and emerging technologies. Through practical
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experience in innovative technology, the partnership supports youth development and
career advancement, jointly building a vibrant talent ecosystem. By bridging academia
and the innovation technology industry, and integrating research with practice, the
collaboration aims to promote the application of research outcomes, drive technological
progress, and foster entrepreneurship.

For media enquiries, please contact:

Cyberport A-World Consulting

Name: Jo Loo Name: Dan Kwong

Tel: (852 ) 3460 2731 Tel: (852 ) 2864 4885

Email: joloocy@cyberport.hk Email: dan.kwong@a-world.com.hk

Saint Francis University
Name: Anthony Pong

Tel : (852) 3653 6732

Email ; apong@sfu.edu.hk

About Hong Kong Cyberport

Wholly owned by the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government,
Cyberport is Hong Kong’s digital tech hub and Al accelerator, with a vision to empower
industry digitalisation and intelligent transformation, to promote digital economy and Al
development, and to foster Hong Kong to be an international Al, innovation and technology
(I&T) hub. Cyberport gathers over 2,200 companies, including 5 listed companies and 7
unicorns. One-third of onsite companies’ founders come from 26 countries and regions,
while Cyberport companies have expanded to over 35 global markets.

Cyberport, with Hong Kong’s largest Al Supercomputing Centre and Al Lab as the engine,
has been building the Al ecosystem with industry-leading Al companies and around 400 Al
and data science start-ups. Through development of tech clusters, namely Al, data science,
blockchain and cybersecurity, Cyberport empowers industries across smart city and
government, banking and finance, digital entertainment, culture and tourism, healthcare,
education and training, property management, construction, transportation and logistics,
green environment and more, while hosting Hong Kong'’s largest FinTech community.
Commissioned by the HKSAR Government, Cyberport has implemented proof-of-concept
and sandbox schemes, subsidisation for digital tech adoption, industry tech training and
start-up incubation, to drive technology R&D, translation and commercialisation, thus
propelling digital transformation and intelligent upgrade across industry and society.

Also as Hong Kong's key incubator, Cyberport supports entrepreneurs with funding and
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office space, extensive networks of enterprises, investors, technology corporations and
professional services for business growth and expansion to Mainland China and overseas
markets, all-round facilitation for landing in Hong Kong, talent attraction and cultivation,
ready as a launchpad to take start-ups in any stages of development to the next level.

For more information, please visit https://www.cyberport.hk/en

About Saint Francis University

Saint Francis University (formerly known as Caritas Institute of Higher Education) was established
in 1985 under the name Caritas Francis Hsu College. It is a non-profit, self-funded private
university in Hong Kong dedicated to providing high-quality tertiary and higher education. In 2024,
Saint Francis University officially changed its name and become a University of Applied Sciences
in November of the same year.

Saint Francis University is honored to be a pioneer in delivering applied degree programmes, with
two programmes included in the Education Bureau's Pilot Project on Development of Applied
Degree Programmes. The "Bachelor of Nursing (Honours) (Applied Degree Places)" was
launched in 2022/23 academic year, followed by the " Bachelor of Business Administration
(Honours) in Applied Hotel and Tourism Management" in 2024/25. In 2025/26 academic year,
"Bachelor of Crime and Security Science (Honours)" and " Higher Diploma in Crime and Security
Science" have been launched. These new programmes have a core focus on information and
communication technology (ICT), encompassing fields such as criminology, criminal justice, and
financial crime.

Saint Francis University offers a diverse range of pathways for further education, covering
professional fields such as humanities and languages, social sciences, business and hospitality
management, health sciences, computing and information sciences, and design. SFU
continuously introduces innovative programmes in line with societal trends, catering to students'
interests and learning needs while responding to industry demands for talent.

For more information, please visit https://www.sfu.edu.hk/
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